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LANDS  
The NAHB Legal Action Network for Development Strategies 
(LANDS) Program is designed to help local builder and developer 
attorneys secure better decisions from government agencies 
controlling the use of private land. The aim is to promote and 
support solid preparation of the best cases as early as possible 
in the process. To that end, the LANDS Program encourages 
attorneys to produce high quality presentations, arguments, and 
amicus curiae participation in land use litigation. Attorneys active 
in representing builders, property owners, or home builders’ 
associations, and who dedicate a substantial portion (greater 
than 50%) of their practice to land use and environmental issues, 
may become members of the LANDS attorney network. LANDS 
members are invited to several conferences throughout the year 
and have regular access to a wealth of knowledge in the LANDS 
News Clearinghouse.

For information on the LANDS program, contact Amy Chai at 
800-368-5242, x8232, or via e-mail at achai@nahb.org.

CLAF 
The Construction Law Attorney Forum (CLAF) is available by 
invitation-only to attorneys who dedicate a substantial portion of 
their practice to construction defect and builder liability issues. The 
Forum’s goal is to bring together those attorneys who are on the 
front lines dealing day-in and day-out with the legal issues arising 
in connection with the construction and remodeling of residential 
housing. Substantive areas of concern include, but are not limited 
to construction defects, warranties, junk science, insurance 
coverage, alternative dispute resolution issues, and new products. 
Forum members exchange information on potential and current 
litigation and legislative construction law trends.

For information on the CLAF program, contact David Jaffe at 800-
368-5242 x8317, or via e-mail at djaffe@nahb.org.

To access additional Legal Services resources and 
products, please visit our members-only web pages at 
www.nahb.org/legalprograms. Be sure to log-in with your 

NAHB password to see all of the available information. www.nahb.org
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Litigation Program 
Because NAHB itself also seeks to challenge or protect federal, 
state or local regulatory actions within the courts, NAHB’s 
Litigation Program was established formally in 1995 to develop 
proactive strategies for the national association. Property 
rights, construction liability, and environmental regulations have 
been at the forefront of NAHB’s litigation efforts. Through this 
program, NAHB’s voice has been heard in state and federal 
courts throughout the country, at all levels, up to and including 
the United States Supreme Court. NAHB’s proactive litigation 
efforts have forced governmental bodies and agencies at the 
state and federal levels to scale back or eliminate entirely efforts 
to limit or stop development on countless parcels nationwide.

Amicus Brief Program 
Influencing a court as a party to a case is only one way to seek 
positive judicial precedent. As a complement to the Litigation 
Program, NAHB regularly provides “friend of the court” briefs when 
an issue on appeal has industry-wide implications. Because appeals 
often are limited to facts presented at the lower court, amicus curiae 
briefs are a way to introduce industry concerns, so that the possibly 
broad legal effects of court decisions will not depend solely on the 
arguments of the parties. In this way, NAHB has maginified its voice 
to both federal and state courts across the country.

Construction Liability 
NAHB’s legal team works with NAHB’s Building Product Issues 
Committee to minimize construction defect and builder liability 
problems arising in connection with new construction and 
remodeling. NAHB attorneys monitor emerging and existing 
building product defects problems, study and recommend to the 
Association methods of reducing builder liability from product and 
construction defects, and work cooperatively with manufacturers, 
insurers, products trade groups, and other interested parties 
on builder liability issues, such as mold, EIFS, and insurance 
coverage, to name a few.

To take advantage of these popular legal programs, please visit 
our members-only web pages at www.nahb.org/legalstaff

Are you familiar with NAHB’s  
other legal programs?



A message from Legal Action Committee Chairman, 

Ward ‘Fred’ Hoppe, Esq.

From the first stages of a legal claim to a U.S. Supreme 

Court case, NAHB offers helpful legal services to the 

entire federation. First, NAHB attorneys develop and 

present educational seminars on a wide variety of legal 

topics at the request of state and local associations. 

Through the Legal Research Program, NAHB offers 

members easy access to information from federal and 

state case law and a number of legal libraries. In addition, 

attorneys are available at NAHB to examine proposed 

local legislation for procedural and substantive legal issues 

in the Legal Ordinance Review Program. 

Through the LANDS and CLAF programs, NAHB 

can provide access to many of the best land use, 

environmental, and construction law attorneys across the 

nation. Is your local counsel taking advantage of the many 

resources available exclusively to attorneys by applying to 

be a member of one of these groups?

NAHB often assists members and builders associations 

with litigation strategies in both federal and state courts. 

Through the Legal Action Fund, NAHB also might be 

able to provide provide funding to help defray the cost 

of litigation or to provide a brief to an appellate court in 

support of an ongoing case. NAHB is sure that builders 

and developers will find these legal services to be a 

valuable membership benefit.

Legal Ordinance Review Program 
NAHB provides a free legal review of local ordinances and 
state legislation that impact the development and construction 
industry. Because they often are localized issues, a majority 
of the ordinances are related to land planning, zoning, growth 
controls, development exactions and fees, and property 
rights. Ordinances are examined for legal sufficiency, including 
constitutional and statutory requirements, in order to help 
builders’ associations and members to frame an appropriate 
response to state and local governments.

For more information or to request an ordinance review, contact 
Devala Janardan at 800-368-5242, x8335 or via e-mail at 
djanardan@nahb.org.

 
Legal Educational Seminars 
A basic knowledge of legal principles, concepts, and applicable 
laws is essential for any developer, builder, or remodeler. 
Ignorance of the law is no excuse, and any business transactions 
may be key to the determination of the legal outcome—potential 
civil liability, compliance with criminal prohibitions, and the extent 
of any remedies and rights of recovery to which a member may 
be entitled. 

Our most popular educational program, the “90-Minute 
Law School,” includes information on contracts, warranties, 
mechanics liens, copyright law, immigration law, business 
management practices, land development matters, and 
alternative dispute resolution options. In addition, NAHB Legal 
Services offers more in-depth educational programs on any 
specific legal issue that affects the residential construction 
industry. Programs can be tailored to the individual needs and 
concerns of any affiliated HBA, 20 Club, or other associated 
member group.

To find out more about the legal seminars available, contact 
David Crump, Jr., at 800-368-5242, x8491, or via e-mail at 
dcrump@nahb.org or Felicia Watson, at 800-368-5242, x8229, 
or via e-mail at fwatson@nahb.org.

HBA & Member Litigation Support 

Legal Action Fund 
Because it is important to positively influence legal precedent 
across the nation, the Legal Action Fund is an NAHB service 
designed to assist state and local associations and their 
members with ongoing cases. 

A request for funding can help defray high litigation costs 
for builders, developers and state & local associations who 
are involved in cases of national significance to the housing 
industry or cases that have the potential for meaningful impact 
on industry-wide concerns. In addition to funding assistance, 
NAHB offers amicus curiae (translated “friend of the court”) 
briefing support for cases on appeal. In short, NAHB can 
formally support one of the parties and provide the court with 
insight on an issue affecting the whole industry. 

The NAHB Legal Action Committee considers applications 
during each of the three annual NAHB Board of Directors 
meetings and makes recommendations for grants for NAHB 
Executive Board approval. The Legal Action Fund guidelines 
and an application are available online.

For information on the application process or on specific 
grants, contact Amy Chai at 800-368-5242, x8232, or visit our 
members-only web pages at www.nahb.org/legalfund.

Research & Information

Legal Research Program 
The NAHB Legal Research Program provides free legal research 
assistance and information on building industry-related issues 
to all members and affiliated home builder associations. NAHB 
attorneys can research relevant questions and provide members 
with a written analysis of the legal issues. Also, they can share 
copies of applicable federal, state and local laws; supply opinions 
from courts throughout the country; and offer a wealth of other 
legal information. 

NAHB employs a wide variety of legal research resources, 
including access to nationally-recognized law libraries and 
a computerized legal database containing over three million 
court decisions, statutes, legal journals and publications. The 
Legal Research Program is not designed to take the place of a 
member’s own attorney, and the NAHB attorneys cannot provide 
personal legal representation, but this program does offer legal 
information to members who need it quickly.

For more information or to request legal research, contact  
David Crump, Jr., at 800-368-5242, x8491, or via e-mail at 
dcrump@nahb.org.
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